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Aligned with ADEK’s Digital Policy

At GEMS American Academy (GAA), we are committed to fostering a safe, focused, and mentally
healthy learning environment. ADEK'’s Digital Policy guides this Policy, and as such, we have
reviewed our approach to student access to mobile phones/devices on campus. As such, restrictions
on mobile phones and devices, such as smartwatches, are in place to support student focus,
promote mental health, and encourage positive social interactions. By minimizing digital distractions,
we aim to foster a learning environment where students can be fully engaged, build meaningful in-
person relationships, and develop healthy boundaries with technology.

*In this Policy, a Mobile Device refers to: Mobile phones, and wearables/ smart watches with
communication, camera, or messaging functionality.

Mobile Device Usage Guidelines at GAA:

e Students may bring mobile devices to school during transit to and from school.

e Upon arrival at school, mobile devices must be turned off completely (not just silenced)
and stored securely in the student’s school bag for the entire school day.

e Mobile devices that are seen, heard, or used during the school day will be confiscated
immediately and secured in the Divisional Secretary’s office.

e After-school hours (post-3:00 p.m.): Mobile devices may not be used within the school
building. Limited use is permitted only in these designated areas and with permission:

o Divisional Offices (after secretary approval)
o Main Reception
e The school holds no responsibility for the damage, loss, or theft of a student's mobile

device, including on school-sponsored trips.
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Consequences for Unauthorized Use:

1. First Offense:

o Mobile device will be confiscated by the teacher, Head of Grade, or the Divisional
Dean.

o Returned at the end of the school day.
o First warning letter issued to the student and communicated to parents.
2. Second Offense:
o Phone held until a parent meeting with the Divisional Dean or Vice Principal.
o Second warning letter issued.
3. Third Offense:
o The student loses the privilege of bringing a mobile phone to school.
o The phone is returned only to the parents.

o Final warning letter issued, and a conduct meeting scheduled.

Parent Communication Protocol:

e Parents should not call or message their children directly (including via apps like WhatsApp
or iMessage) between arrival and 3:00 p.m.

e [or urgent matters, parents should contact GAA Reception/ Divisional Secretaries.
o Main Switchboard: +97122019555
o Secondary Secretary: +97122019633
o Elementary Secretary: +97122019628

e Students who need to reach home in emergencies may request to use phones in the
Reception or Divisional Office.

Digital Misconduct:

Any message, image, or content sent electronically between GAA students that is deemed vulgar,
derogatory, obscene, or defamatory will result in:

e Immediate loss of the ability to bring any mobile device to school.
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e Disciplinary action under the GAA Behavior Policy, potentially including suspension or
expulsion.

e Parents are expected to monitor their child’s digital behavior in line with school and UAE
expectations.

e GAA and ADEK emphasize shared responsibility for the use of digital devices between
schools and parents.

e GAA will hold parent workshops about online safety, cyberbullying, and device
dependency to strengthen the home-school partnership.

Please note: GAA reserves the right to search the content of any mobile device on the school
premises where there is reasonable suspicion that it may contain undesirable material, violence or
bullying.

e GAA, ADEK and UAE child protection standards require searches to be:
o Proportionate and justified (only with reasonable suspicion).
o Conducted with respect for student dignity and safeguarding.

o Inline with the UAE Federal Law on privacy.
Digital Literacy Education

e GAA actively educates students on safe, balanced, and responsible technology use.

e GAA delivers student training and digital awareness initiatives (e.g., digital citizenship,
online safety programs).

Extracurricular Activities Note:

Students are expected to adhere to the same guidelines when participating in Extracurricular
activities. This means that mobile devices should not be seen at any time and should not be used
by students without explicit permission from a GAA staff member.

We understand this change may require adjustment. However, in support of student well-being and
uninterrupted learning, we appreciate your partnership in reinforcing safe and responsible digital use
at GAA.
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